














August 2009

Independent Automotive Professionals Association

Cuesta Automotive Student Places Second at
National SkillsSUSA Competition

A 20-year-old Cuesta College
earned a medal at
the 45" annual National
SkillsUSA  Leadership and
Skills Conference held in
Kansas City, Mo., June 21-26.

silver

Daniel Lehmkuhl, who earned
a national title in automotive
service technology as a San Luis
Obispo High School student
in 2007, was runner-up in the postsecondary category

of automotive service technology. He earned about
$10,000 in prizes and also was named an alternate to
the upcoming 40™ WorldSkills Competition in Calgary,
Canada in September.

“I had 814 points, and the winner had 857, he said.
“To place second in the nation is quite an honor, so I
was very happy for that. Obviously you want to win the
gold. The whole point of competing is to win, but I was
pleased (with the silver medal).”

SkillsUSA is a career and technical student organization
serving more than 300,000 high school and college
students and professional members enrolled in training
programs in technical, skilled and service occupations.
The annual conference is a showcase for the nation’s best
career and technical students. Mike Rowe, host of the
Discovery Channel’s “Dirty Jobs,” opened the conference
with a video message that was streamed live online.

“Ive come to the conclusion that this country has
cultivated kind of, well, a screwed up relationship with
WORK. I don’t know exactly when it happened or how
it happened, I just know that somewhere along the line
we started to marginalize and ignore the kinds of jobs
that make civilized life possible for everybody. That’s
resulted in a skills gap. And it’s a very real problem today.
We've got fewer plumbers and fewer carpenters, fewer
steamfitters, pipe fitters, welders ... you get the idea.”

More than 15,000 people participated, organizers said.
Some 5,000 career and technical education students —
all state contest winners — competed hands-on in 91
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trade, technical and leadership fields.

Lehmkuhl, who enrolled at Cuesta in the fall of 2008
and hopes to transfer to Cal Poly’s industrial technology
program, advanced after winning the state championship
in Fresno in April. To prepare for the nationals, he
began an intensive training program and got help from
his Cuesta instructors Gary Villa, John Stokes, Villa
Automotive, Cole Chrysler and Lehmkuhl’s father, Jeff
Lehmkuhl, automotive instructor at SLO High School.

In addition he received financial and technical assistance
from Napa Auto Parts, Broad Street Automotive, British
Sports Cars and San Luis Auto Parts, all of San Luis
Obispo, as well as Cuesta College Auto Club and Dr.

David Pelham, Cuesta’s president/superintendent.

The SkillsUSA finals were held June 25 and featured a
dozen timed tests. Competitors were tested on diagnosing
a range of auto problems as well as on their ability to
make precise engine measurements. Finally, there was
a 100-question written exam that tested their technical
knowledge of auto diagnosis and repairs.

Lehmkul hopes to return next year and represent the
United States at the 41% WorldSkills Competition set for
October 2011 in London.

“I feel I've got a good shot at it,” he said. “I have to
compete and score well in the next year.” Villa added
that Lehmkuhl’s medal carries on Cuesta’s winning
tradition in automotive service technology at SkillsUSA.

“Two years ago we had Erick Leach, and Eric took the
bronze medal. He came back the next year and took the

gold medal,” Villa said. “This year, first time out, Daniel
took a silver medal, and he says
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ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 6953

Santa Barbara, CA 93160-6953

Phone (805) 564-1980
www.iapasb.com

Linen Service
Table and Kitchen Linen
Bed and Bath Linen
Aprons and Towels
Grill Pads

962-7687

Santa Barbara

Industrial Service
Industrial and Career Uniforms
Dust Mats and Mops
Shop Towels and Rags
Restroom Supplies

963-0414

Santa Barbara

iy

Mission

Locally Owned and Operated
Since 1930

£ Linen Supply

MISSION LINEN & UNIFORM SERVICE
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Stu Wertman

Account Representative

Robert V. Jensen, Inc.
IAPA Charter Member

Quality Products at
Affordable Prices

Lompoc Office
Toll Free: (800) 366-8210
Cell (805) 705-9848
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[ LOVE’S 24 our service
TOWING

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME
SERVING SANTA BARBARA SINCE 1961

RADIO DISPATCHED, DAMAGE FREE TOWING
WHEEL LIFT TOWING FOR EXOTIC CARS, BUSSES, & R.V.S
CAR CARRIER FOR SAFE LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE TOWING

CHECK OUR LOW RATES
(805) 966-2916

24 HOUR PHONE
Specializing in
Rolls Royce, BMW, Ferrari, Motorcycles, Porsche

A u t o

Mike Mahneke

5737 Thornwood Drive
Goleta

Phone 805-681-0021
Fax 805-681-0302
mike@mahneke.com

211 E. Haley St., Santa Barbara )
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Newsletter Advertising

Business Card
$60 per quarter

5x 3.5 $120 per quarter
Classified

Please call for rates




