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Bailing Out Ourselves

As a consumer, youre probably tired of hearing about
the troubles General Motors and Chrysler are facing. As
a taxpayer, youre probably mad as hell because you're
thinking the mess they’re in is a mess they created. Well,
there’s no doubt about that even though both companies
will argue to the day they die (maybe that’s bad phrasing)
that they built and sold what American wanted.

Any way you slice it, the majority of Americans are
ready to give up on General Motors and Chrysler. On
the surface, it does look like throwing money away.
Taxpayers have given them $17 billion and now want
another $20 billion just so that they can keep operating
the next few months — which means this won’t be the last
time they ask for cash. And it’s just not just the American
taxpayer they want to tap. They want assistance from
several foreign countries, including Germany, England
and Canada, Sweden and Thailand, as if they have the

cash or the will to subsidize our American automakers.

Even though there looks like there’s no end to General
Motors and Chrysler asking for handouts, our
government with the help of taxpayers, has no choice
but to prop up the car companies. If we allow them to
go bankrupt, millions of people — ranging from the car
company employees to their suppliers to their dealers
to the aftermarket - would be thrown out of work. An
economy that’s in deep recession would only get worse
because the biggest enemy of any economy is a growing
army of the unemployed.

I’s absurd to think that we would turn our backs on the
American automakers. Simply, you cant let an industry
go down when it, along with the housing industry, was
purposely built to drive our economy. If you're for letting
the American automakers go down, then you're probably
against helping homeowners escape foreclosure. And
although it may be a slap in the face of those who have
lived within their means to see those who bought houses
they couldn’t afford, they, the responsible home owners,
have to look beyond that for the greater good of the
economy. If they don’t, they will watch their houses be
devalued as their neighbors’ homes are foreclosed and

left empty.

Neither the housing problem nor the automaker problem
will be solved anytime soon. Concerning the latter, we
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can’t insist that the automakers turn their businesses on a
dime to start producing nothing but hybrids and electric
cars. The business of designing, engineering and building
vehicles is much more complicated than that. In fact, it
takes years from drawing board to launch.

But what we can insist on is the immediate turnaround
with their strategic plans with reasonable timetables to
turn things around. And at the risk of being labeled a
protectionist, we must stipulate that the automakers
build these cars in their American plants with American-
made parts. Since we're trying to help get ourselves out
of a recession, does anything less make sense?

No doubt that an American-made vehicle built with
American-made parts will be more expensive than
many of their counterparts. But if were trying to save
ourselves, that may be the only way to do it. If nothing
more, we're about to see how smart our government and
its citizens are. Maybe the American taxpayers that bail
out the automakers will be smart enough to know that
they are in effect bailing themselves out and will go buy
an American-made vehicle the next time they need one
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ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 6953

Santa Barbara, CA 93160-6953

Phone (805) 564-1980
www.iapasb.com

Linen Service
Table and Kitchen Linen
Bed and Bath Linen
Aprons and Towels
Grill Pads

962-7687

Santa Barbara

Industrial Service
Industrial and Career Uniforms
Dust Mats and Mops
Shop Towels and Rags
Restroom Supplies

963-0414

Santa Barbara
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Locally Owned and Operated
Since 1930

Linen Supply

MISSION LINEN & UNIFORM SERVICE

RVJ
—
Stu Wertman

Account Representative

Robert V. Jensen, Inc.
IAPA Charter Member

Quality Products at
Affordable Prices

Lompoc Office
Toll Free: (800) 366-8210
Cell (805) 705-9848
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[ LOVE’S 24 our service
TOWING

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME
SERVING SANTA BARBARA SINCE 1961

RADIO DISPATCHED, DAMAGE FREE TOWING
WHEEL LIFT TOWING FOR EXOTIC CARS, BUSSES, & R.V.S
CAR CARRIER FOR SAFE LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE TOWING

CHECK OUR LOW RATES
(805) 966-2916

24 HOUR PHONE
Specializing in
Rolls Royce, BMW, Ferrari, Motorcycles, Porsche
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Mike Mahneke

5737 Thornwood Drive
Goleta

Phone 805-681-0021

Fax
mike@mahneke.com

211 E. Haley St., Santa Barbara )
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Newsletter Advertising

Business Card

$60 per quarter
805-681-0302

5x 3.5 $120 per quarter
Classified

Please call for rates




